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Background Results Continued

Early initiation of breastfeeding after delivery and the
provision of only breastmilk to newborns within the first few
days after delivery support longer-term breastfeeding
outcomes. Sales of breastmilk substitutes (BMS) are
Increasing in low income countries, with research having
shown the negative impact of health facility-based BMS
promotion on breastfeeding initiation and duration.

Objective

In Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Kathmandu, Nepal and Dakatrr,
Senegal, receiving a health worker’'s recommendation to use
BMS was associated with prelacteal feeding of BMS among
mothers (p<0.001). In Kathmandu, where around half of
mothers reported receiving such a recommendation from a
health worker, these mothers had 20x higher odds of feeding
BMS as a prelacteal feed, compared to mothers that did not.
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